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Introduction to Student Data Collection Tool Guidance 

 
This document is the Student Data Collection Tool (SDCT) Placement Provider guidance for the 
Student Data Combined Collection (including Apprenticeships, Healthcare Science (ETP and 
STP), Return to Practice and Student Nursing Associates) 
 
It includes the following documents, all of which can be downloaded separately or obtained by 
contacting your NHS England (NHSE) Regional Teams: 
 
• SDCT Rationale & Process 
Provides an overview and rational for the Student Data Collection, as well as a breakdown of the 
process for all users involved. 
 
• SDCT Technical Guidance (Placement Provider & Employers) 
Guidance for Placement Providers/Employers on the technical aspects of the collection, 
including how to access and review data through the NHSE eCollection portal. 
 
 



 

 

NHS England 

SDCT Rationale & Process 
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Introduction - NHSE Strategy eCollection 

Delivering health and care services for patients is only possible with a high-quality workforce, with the right 
education, training, experience, and behaviours. 
 
Fit for the Future: 10 Year Health Plan for England is making 3 big shifts to how the NHS works: From 
hospital to community; from analogue to digital; from sickness to prevention.  Section 7, An NHS 
workforce fit for the future, presents the 10-year vision is for a workforce where every individual is 
supported to reach their full professional potential. 
 
NHS England (NHSE)’s duty to patients, taxpayers and staff is to ensure education and training funds are 
used effectively and focused on key priorities. This essential long-term investment in education must be 
maintained whatever the short-term pressures. This ensures NHS staff will be available long into the 
future. 
 
To achieve this NHSE must work with colleagues in the wider NHS community and education partners. 
Part of the NHSE strategy is to host all data collection activity in one place. To support the long-term 
workforce planning process, NHSE has developed ‘eCollection’, an in-house data collection platform 
supporting a suite of data collection tools. 
 
The Student Data Collection Tool (SDCT) is a one such collection which is key to delivering a consolidated 
data collection effort across regions that provides robust data insight on active students, those on 
placement, and support financial validations. 
 

SDCT Background 

 
It is an audit committee requirement for NHSE to collect student activity data, but, for historical reasons, 
different local offices of NHSE have collected data in slightly different ways, using different tools and at 
slightly different times. This disparity caused challenges when reporting a national picture and created 
different expectations based on the assumption that all regions do the same. 
 
To address these inconsistencies, NHSE investigated an approach to answering these business questions, 
with the goal of capturing a national standardised student data set that can provide insight to: 
1. How many are studying, what and where. 

So we can take a view on future workforce supply, and pay funding as required.  
2. Placement activity of students 

So we can pay promptly and accurately, and better understand placement capacity.  
3. How many complete their courses and go on to work in the English health and care system. 

So we can understand future workforce change. 

SDCT Purpose 

In 2020/21 the National Health Service England (NHSE) introduced the nationally standardised Student 
Data Collection Tool (SDCT), a data collection consisting of degree level clinical courses in health and 
care. The SDCT collects data on student numbers in training and on placement data and promotes a data 
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collection process that is consistent across NHSE regions and enables the payment of placement 
providers in a timely fashion using robust data.  
 
The SDCT collects student activity data in a standardised way, which includes:  

• Starters to training programmes in each academic year 
• Education Provider retention of those learners during training  
• Number of qualifiers from courses 
• Clinical placements undertaken while in training 

 
The SDCT allows external organisations to submit student data directly to NHSE and enables validation 
checks between organisations and NHSE to be carried out. This approach covers student and placement 
activity data and employer details, and will help to consider and inform future workforce supply planning 
through one system. The SDCT is accessible to NHSE Regional Teams to enable NHSE to understand the 
current and future market, the future projected workforce, Education Provider and Placement Provider 
capacity and capability, and directly informs financial payments including Training and Education Tariff 
payments (placement tariff).  
  
A suite of reports that draw on insight and reflect the student data being captured is available through the 
Tableau and eProduct portal for consumption for NHSE, Integrated Care Systems, and arm’s length 
bodies. 
 

SDCT Benefits 

The benefits of the SDCT include: 
 

  Easy access for Education Providers, Placements Providers and Employers to submit student data 
in a consistent way via an online portal 

  A standardised data collection approach, with built in validation, to ensure alignment across 
regions and reduce duplication of data collection activities 

  An adaptable system, that refines process and the tool to user requirements and changes to any 
governance 

  All participating organisations can view the data once submitted, and those with access to the 
tools are able to view these submissions within the live environment 

  Technical support and guidance for ‘system users’, is available from regional NHSE teams with 
expertise of the eCollection tool 

  An eCollection tool which follows a similar format for all data collections, to maximise ease for 
providers of the data to move between the tools, as well as understand the operating system 

  Some simple online validation checks done when data is uploaded to the eCollection tool, 
reducing errors and maximising data quality 

  Ensuring all data is submitted and stored securely in line with UK GDPR (General Data Protection 
Regulations) 

  Intelligent access: those with required login for each tool can access the data submitted at the 
level they require, ensuring that users do not have access to data which isn't relevant to their user 
role 
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SDCT Process 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

NHSE Regional teams share the collection template with Education Providers for 

preparation purposes. They facilitate access to the Student Data Collection Tool (SDCT) 

from where the final version of the template can be downloaded. 

(Two-week preparation window) 

 

 
Education Providers complete the SDC template, providing student data in a 

standardised format, and upload it to the SDCT. Education Providers will also review 

existing data, submitted in previous collections, in the SDCT. 

 

Once uploaded, the system will flag any validation errors to be reviewed in the staging 

area by Education Providers. 

(Two-week submission window) 

 

NHSE Regional teams will work to validate the data submitted by the Education 
Provider 

(Two-week validation window) 

 

Once the data has gone through this first round of validation, NHSE Regional teams will 

share the placement and employer validation data with Placement Providers and 

Employers. 

Placement Providers and Employers will work on validating the placement data shared 

with them. 

(Two-week validation window) 

 

 

 NHSE Regional teams will work with Education Providers and Placement 

Providers/Employers to resolve any validation disputes which may have arisen during 

the validation process. 

(One-week dispute resolution window) 

 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 

Step 5 

Step 6 

Step 7 

Step 8 

NHSE Regional teams sign-off the data once this final validation step is completed. 
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NHS England 

SDCT Technical Guidance  

(Placement Providers/Employers) 
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1 Preparing for validation 

1.1 User accounts 

You will need a user account to access the data collection application.   
 
Please read Guidance 2 (eCollection user accounts) for information on how to get an account and log in. 
 
If you have queries obtaining an eCollection user account or accessing the system, contact your regional team (Section 4 below). 

1.2 The collection schedule 
Data submission periods for the SDCT take place three times a year. The collection schedule can be found in the homepage after logging in.     

 
Following closure of the eCollection IAPT collection by the end of Q3 2025/26, submission of IAPT course data via the Student Data Collection will remain 
as a BAU.  
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1.3 Where to find the eCollection tools  

  The Student Data Collection Tool (SDCT) can be accessed via the eCollection web portal 
– see https://ecollection.hee.nhs.uk/SDCT  

 

https://ecollection.hee.nhs.uk/SDCT
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2 Confirming Placement Activity 

NHS placement providers will be able to access the data within the tool to review and agree 
data within a specified two-week period.   This section covers placement activity; for Employer 
Detail guidance, please see Section 3. 
 
Clicking the Confirm Placement Activity task under Placement Validation on the side menu will 
display a table detailing the Education Providers, Courses and Hours. 
 

 Confirm placement activity page 
 

 
 
This page provides details of all placement activity across all Education Providers in one place.  
The search function is enabled to find key words and a download function is also available.  
Please note, all activity must be provided through this portal as this will be the single record for 
making payments.  
 
Please check through each item to ensure the values appearing match your account of activity 
and where necessary provide your own report of the activity.  

1.4 Placement Activity Columns 
The information displayed in this page is a collated set of activity from all Education Providers. 

 
 
There are two types of columns appearing in the table: read-only and editable.  

Read-only cells 
These cells are displayed with a grey background and clicking on them will do nothing. The data 
appearing in these cells are part of the Education Provider’s account and cannot be modified. 
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Column Name/Title Description 

Education Provider The originating HEI or Education Provider providing the activity 
data 

Your Course title/Code 
Identifiers 
 

This is a read only field required for reporting. Education Providers 
may choose to include a cohort unique identifier, to allow NHSE to 
link the data collections in a more robust way. 

Course Title The course title detailed in the activity data 

Qualification The qualification for the cohort detailed in the activity data.  
 
'Module' should only be selected when used in conjunction with 
the following courses: 

- Practice Education 
- Independent Prescribing / Non-Medical Prescribing - 

Nursing, Midwifery and Allied Health Professions 
- Independent Prescribing / Non-Medical Prescribing - 

Pharmacy 

Apprenticeship Standard The Apprenticeship Standard as detailed in the activity data, if 
applicable 

Is this a Blended Learning 
Programme? 

Yes/No value identifying where students are enrolled on the 
‘Blended Learning Nursing Degree’ programme 

Site The site where the Placement Activity took place 

Intake Month The intake month for the cohort groups  

EP Year Hours Years 1 to 4  These four fields provide the total hours for cohort groups across 
years 1 to 4. 

EP Total Hours This is a calculated value for the totalled years 1 to 4 hours. 

PP Total Hours This is a calculated field for the totalled years 1 to 4 hours. 

Additional Information This field is for any supporting comment or rationale provided by 
the Education Provider 

Accepted by Placement 
Provider? 

Automatically updates based on whether there is a difference in 
the Education Provider and Placement Provider hours 

Revision Accepted by EP? This field indicates if a revision has been accepted by the 
Education Provider 

Row reviewed by 
Education Provider? 

This field indicates if the row has been reviewed by the Education 
Provider 

Education Provider 
Comments 

Any comments the Education Provider had whilst reviewing the 
row (for example, if the record was disputed by the Placement 
Provider) 

Resolved by NHSE? This field indicates if the query has been resolved by NHSE (for 
example, if agreement has not been reached with the Education 
Provider) 

NHSE Comments Any comments the NHSE team had whilst reviewing the row (for 
example, if agreement has not been reached with the Education 
Provider) 
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Editable cells 
These cells are displayed with a white or green background and clicking them will open an 
editor, which will enable you to add your own detail.  
 
In these cells, you can provide an alternative account for the placement hours across up to 4 
years, as well as the total hours. 
 

Column Name/Title Description 
PP Year Hours Years 1 to 4 These four fields enable you to provide alternative 

values for years 1 to 4 
Row reviewed by Placement 
Provider? 

A two option drop down list enabling you to manually 
Yes or No items 

Placement Provider Comments A free text field where any comments about the row 
can be added 

 
Note: Education Provider, Course Title, Qualification, Apprenticeship Standard, Is this a 
Blended Learning Programme? are editable in rows that the Placement Provider adds, otherwise 
they are greyed out Read-only cells. 
 

1.5 Accepting activity reported by Education Provider 
To avoid repetition when accepting individual rows, all items are marked to be accepted as 
default. Where any item is accepted, the hours specified by the Education Provider, for each 
year, is equal to the number of hours specified by the Placement Provider. 
 
Green text in an editable cell indicates that your account of the placement activity agrees with 
the Education Provider’s account.  Where all hours match the “Accept?” cell will automatically 
mark the cell with Accept. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Finally, when you have completed your amendments, you'll need to confirm through the data by 
changing the 'Row reviewed by Placement Provider' option from No to Yes. 
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You can then save changes by clicking the ‘Save’ button on top right of the screen: 

 

1.6 Rejecting activity reported by Education Provider 
Where the activity stated by the Education Provider does not match the activity you have 
captured, you can provide detail for the items that do not agree. 
 

 
 
You should input hours into the PP columns that you are disputing.  Once input, the text will 
show as red to indicate that you have provided a value which differs from the one supplied by 
the Education Provider.  Where this is the case, the Accepted by Placement Provider? cell will 
automatically be marked as Reject. 
 
Where you are rejecting activity, please provide explicit, quantitative comments in the field 
provided to explain why your figures differs from that of the education provider.  Lack of clarity 
here could impact on funding you receive. Please do not name individual students. Initials may 
be used as long as they do not identify specific individuals. Clear comments will help to 
expedite a resolution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are happy with all the data and no revisions are required, please click the grey ‘Set 
Reviewed' button and then click save. You are also able to set individuals lines of data to 
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reviewed if you would prefer to do so. Once the Save button has been clicked, the data will be 
visible to the Education Provider and NHSE.   
 
If the majority of data is accepted but just a few will be rejected, still click the ‘Set Reviewed’ 
button and press Save. 
 
If you have made an error, go to the ‘Confirmed’ activity menu and make any changes, clicking 
Save once completed.  
 
Once you have confirmed the data and clicked Save, the accepted data will then move from 
‘Awaiting Confirmation’ to ‘Confirmed’.  Similarly, if the data is rejected, it will move to the 
‘Disputed’ area where it will be reviewed by the Education Provider and further action will be 
taken to resolve the dispute. 
 

                
 
If you feel that whole records of data are missing, click on the grey ‘Add’ button.  This will reveal 
a new line that you will need to populate with the relevant information selected from the drop-
down menus. The fields listed below will be marked as read only, but for this new row, are 
editable, to allow the user to complete the task of adding a new row of data:  

- Education Provider 
- Your Course title/code identifiers 
- Course Title 
- Qualification 
- Placement Type 
- Intake Month 
- PP Year 1 hours 
- PP Year 2 hours 
- PP Year 3 hours 
- PP Year 4 hours  
- Accepted by Placement Provider? 
- Row reviewed by Placement Provider? 
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Please note that when adding a new row of data the Placement Provider should select 
Yes in response to Row reviewed by placement provider?   Ensure that Accepted by 
Placement Provider? field is marked as Reject otherwise the row of data will not be 
visible to the Education Provider to validate.  
 

 
 
Each white cell requires a value to be selected and the number of hours missing can then be 
added along with a comment.  
  
Once completed, you'll need to set the 'Row reviewed by Placement Provider?' field to Yes and 
click Save. The additional information will then be available to the Education Provider and NHSE 
to review.  It will remain in your Disputed view before being either accepted or rejected. 
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3  Validation Process for Employers 

Employers will be able to access the data within the tool to review and agree data within a 
specified two-week period.   This section covers Employer Details; for Placement Activity 
guidance, please see Section 2. 
 
Employers will be able to review and validate the student headcount:   

  Accept the data submitted by the Education Provider 
  Reject the data submitted by the Education Provider and add a comment confirming 

reason why it has been rejected. The Education Provider will review your comments and 
respond accordingly.   

  Add data considered to be missing from the portal.  
  If amendments are required to the course option, you should use the ‘comment’ feature, 

to explain where this should be changed, and which is the appropriate course option. 

The Employer Validation will appear in the menu on the left-hand side of the screen, beneath the 
Placement Validation section on the platform.  

When clicking on ‘Confirm Employer Detail' under the ‘Employer Validation’ section on the 
eCollection platform, this page provides details of all student level activity that attracts salary 
support financial (depending on region) or SNA payments (for all regions) to employers in one 
place.  The search function is enabled to find key words and a download function is also 
available.   

Note there may be multiple records for a single student to document the student's entire 
learning. As such, older records for a student with details that seem out of date are required and 
should not necessarily be rejected. There will often be an accompanying new record to show the 
current status. 

 Confirm Employer detail page 
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1.7 Employer Detail Columns 
The information displayed in this page is a collated set of information from all Education 
Providers. There are two types of columns appearing in the table: read-only and editable.  

Read-only cells 
These cells are displayed with a grey background and clicking on them will do nothing. The data 
appearing in these cells are part of the Education Provider’s account and cannot be modified. 
 

Education 
Provider 

The originating HEI or Education Provider providing the data 

Student Unique 
ID 

Students’ unique identifier.  

Student 
Forename 

The student’s forename. 

Student Surname The student’s surname 

Activity Region The region in which the activity takes place 

Course Title  The course title that has been selected 

Apprenticeship 
Standard 

The apprenticeship standard selected 

Programme Type  The type of programme the learner is on. 

Qualification 

Please select the level of qualification. 
 
'Module' should only be selected when used in conjunction with the 
following courses: 

- Practice Education 
- Independent Prescribing / Non-Medical Prescribing - Nursing, 

Midwifery and Allied Health Professions 
- Independent Prescribing / Non-Medical Prescribing - Pharmacy 

Mode of 
Attendance 

Full time, Full time accelerated Part time, Part time in-service. 

Course Start 
Date  

To be entered as a date in the format dd/mm/yyyy 

Course End Date To be entered as a date in the format dd/mm/yyyy 

Calculated 
Course Length in 
Months 

This is a calculated field based on the dates entered in the Course 
Start Date cells and Course End Date cells 
and is shown in months.  

Status In 
 

To be completed where required, selecting either:  
 
Internal transfer in – where a student has moved from a different cohort 
or programme within the same Education Provider (will correspond 
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with ‘status out’ cell) or has joined with evidence of prior learning (RPL), 
or 
 
External transfer in – where a student has joined the cohort from a 
different Education Provider or has joined with evidence of prior 
learning (RPL). 

Status Out 

To be completed where required, selecting: 
Internal transfer – where a student is moving to a different cohort or 
programme within the same Education Provider (will correspond with 
‘status in’ cell) or  
Interruption – this will capture any students who have taken a break 
from study for a period of time (maternity, sickness, academic failure 
where resits / relearning will occur etc) 
or 
Ended - this will capture students who have completed. 
 
This data will identify students who will potentially qualify at a later 
date.  If the student subsequently does not return to study, then the 
'Withdrawal' option should be selected. 

Status Change 
Date 

Required if ‘Status In’ and ‘Status Out’ columns have recorded activity. 
 
 

Projected 
Completion Date 

This is determined by the activity description recorded in the Status in 
and Status Out cells and the Status Change Date 

Actual 
Completion Date 
(with 
qualification/ 
credit) 

To be entered as a date in the format dd/mm/yyyy 
  
This will be updated once the student has completed the programme. 

Extension agreed 
with NHSE? 

This will only be completed where a written agreement is in place to 
support the student for a longer period. 

Length of 
extension in 
months 
 

Optional if previous column is completed. 
 
This will only be completed where a written agreement is in place to 
support the student for a longer period.   
 
Agreement is required prior to data submission and the length of 
extension will be specified.   

Status  
This is a calculated field based upon earlier cell detail. 
 
(e.g., Status In, Status Out, Withdrawal or Completion) 

Additional 
information  

This is a free text field, to add further information. 
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Type of Extension 
Where an extension has been required, please enter the type of setting 
for the type of extension, e.g. Academic.  

Revision 
accepted by 
Education 
Provider? 

This field indicates if a revision has been accepted by the Education 
Provider 

Row Reviewed by 
Education 
Provider 

This field indicates if the row has been reviewed by the Education 
Provider 

Education 
Provider 
Comments 

This field is for any supporting comment or rationale provided by the 
Education Provider 

 

Editable cells 
These cells are displayed with a white or green background and clicking them will open an 
editor, which will enable you to add your own detail.  
 
In these cells, you can provide an alternative account for the student finance support data. 
 

Accepted by Employer? A two option drop down list enabling you to 
manually Accept or Reject items 

Rejected Reason If 'Rejected' then 7 options will appear as a drop-down 
list which must be completed as to the reason why the 
data is being rejected: 
 

1. Employer 
2. Course 
3. Student Status  
4. Cohort Start date/end date 
5. Qualification 
6. Student details (name/student ID) 
7. 7 Other  

Comments This field is for any supporting comments 

Row reviewed by Employer? A two option drop down list enabling you to manually 
select Yes or No items 

Theme 
The relevant theme the trainee belongs to, with 
different specialities in each. 

Specialism 
The specialism the trainee belongs to, as linked to the 
option selected under the ‘Theme’ field. 

 



 

Last updated Sept 2026 pg. 21 
 

1.8 Review and validate employer detail 
 
Click on ‘Confirm Employer Detail’ underneath the ‘Employer Validation’ menu and all the 
relevant information will be displayed as submitted by the Education Provider.  A drop-down list 
will show all of the Education Providers that have students enrolled onto a programme. 
 

 
 
This shows all the activity in a collapsed view and provides a row count based on the Education 
Provider details, the course title, qualification, start date and student status.  To expand and to 
review the individual lines just click on the blue and white circle on the left-hand side. 
 
By clicking on the blue and white circle, you are able to review the individual student status and 
if they have had a transfer in or out and their expected end date. 
 
To collapse the view, just re-click on the blue and white circle. 
 
To view each section individually just click the relevant blue and white circle – you can have as 
many expanded (or not) as you wish. 
 

 
 
The confirmation, acceptance and rejection processes are the same as for the placement 
activity; please see page 14 onwards in this Guidance.  Remember that if you make any 
changes, you still need to Set Reviewed and click Save before you exit the entire screen. 
 
The student status and name will be visible, if you need to reject some activity, you may select 
any line.  
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Again, the ‘Set Reviewed’ button can be clicked to mark data as reviewed and move it to the next 
stage in the process.  Once Save is pressed, the data becomes available to the Education 
Provider and also NHSE. 
 
Click on the Add button on the right-hand corner if you need to add any 
data.  
 
 

  
 
When prompted to select a date, a calendar option pops up allowing the relevant date to be 
selected.  
 
Once completed and set as reviewed, click Save and the data becomes available to the 
Education Provider to review.  They will need to either ‘accept or ‘reject’ your additional data and 
depending on the action taken, the data will move to the relevant section on your left-hand 
menu. 
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4 Support Section 

NHS England Regional Teams will provide support to all organisations submitting or validating 
data. If this Guidance Pack does not answer any questions you may have, please email the NHS 
England Regional Team for your primary region using the email address below: 
 

NHS England Region Mailbox 
East of England england.BI.ME@nhs.net 
London england.contractmonitoring.london@nhs.net  

Midlands england.BI.ME@nhs.net  

North East and Yorkshire England.studentdata.ney@nhs.net 
North West England.studentdata.nw@nhs.net  
South East 
South West 

england.hedata.south@nhs.net  

 

mailto:england.contractmonitoring.london@nhs.net
mailto:england.BI.ME@nhs.net
mailto:England.studentdata.nw@nhs.net
mailto:england.hedata.south@nhs.net

